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A most beautiful male cardinal, stopping by to get a snack. 

Photo provided by David Starr. 

   

Here is your Weekly Highlights Report for March 15, 2024. 

For the complete report from the City, click HERE.  

 

City Manager - Earlier this year, the Punta Gorda City Council started the process of 

determining the Fiscal Year (FY) 2025 Budget. The Finance Department initiated the 

conversation with the City Council to review the FY 2024-2028 Long Range 

Financial Plan. The plan review included the multi-year fiscal forecasts for the 

City's major fund groups. In addition, the fiscal forecast examines current 

policies for enhanced efficiencies, any changes proposed to financial policies 

and budget issues or items currently known for the upcoming budget year. 

     Key budget issues include the impact of legislative initiatives. Hurricane Ian 

recovery reimbursements from FEMA impact budget planning as well as inflation. The 

nation, particularly Southwest Florida, has continued to see inflation increases (although at a 

slowing percentage), resulting in higher labor, product, and service costs. Many vendors 

continue to request increases, and the City works with vendors to request lower increases 

and provide documentation to support the requests. As with inflation requests, some 

commodities still see a shortage of products or resources, causing delays in projects and 
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causing even higher costs to the vendor, who then passes those costs to the City. These 

cost increases are also monitored for turnaround in the commodity environment. The City 

continues to look for additional vendors who may be able to provide the product or resource 

sooner. 

     Additional budget considerations discussed were the attraction and retention of 

employees. The current job market, exacerbated by Hurricane Ian locally, continues to 

reduce the job pool of qualified candidates and the retention of new employees. 

Compounding the issue is the recognized need to minimize compression and not provide 

offers that may exceed other current employees with similar experience who have length of 

service with the City. While staffing levels are addressed through FY 2026 as approved in 

FY 2022, additional staffing requests continue to be received for consideration. Those 

requests will be reviewed for overall impact and vetted for presentation to the City Council 

and inclusion in upcoming proformas. Public Safety Bargaining Unit contracts and cost of 

living adjustments factor into the budget discussions for FY2025. 

     Information Technology (IT) needs are also critical to budget preparation. Costs in the 

area of IT continue to rise for several reasons. Additional security enhancements are 

necessary in the public sector due to increased cyber-attacks on governmental entities and 

the safety of staff and visitors to government buildings. Increased storage capacity needs 

and the use of cloud technology have increased operating costs. Upgrade of technology and 

conversion of documents posted to the website for emergency management, legal 

requirements, transparency to the public, and other general information for accessibility 

continue to be a priority. Additionally, technology that could improve the City's operations 

and prepare it for future needs must be considered. The need to balance costs with security 

and operational efficiencies must be analyzed in the decision-making process. 

     A downtown drainage study to determine possible solutions to flooding experienced in 

the downtown/historic area during storm or rain events and overall infrastructure 

maintenance are also pivotal considerations. Resident input is critical to budget 

development; please email your suggestions to my office. All budget comments will be 

compiled and shared with the City Council. Readers may reach City Manager Greg Murray 

at citymgr@cityofpuntagordafl.com or by calling the main office line at 941-575-3302. 

 

City Council - City Council will meet on March 20 at 9 a.m. at the Military Heritage 

Museum. Items of interest: 

* Sub-division request for 301 McGregor St. 

* Approval for purchase of cement for seawall production 

 

Award winning budget document - The Government Finance Officers Association 

(GFOA) has announced that a panel of independent reviewers has completed their 

examination of the City of Punta Gorda’s Annual budget document for the period beginning 

Oct. 2023. They are pleased to inform the City that the budget document has been awarded 
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the Distinguished Budget Presentation Award from the (GFOA). This award is the highest 

form of recognition in governmental budgeting. Its attainment represents a significant 

achievement by the City. In addition to receiving the award, the City also earned the 

following the following special recognition: 

* Long-range operating financial plans 

* Budget process 

* Capital program  

Special recognition is given when all three reviewers give the highest possible score in 

particular categories. 

   

Swale regrading - The swale contractor has completed Don Quixote Dr., Brazilia Ct. and 

Darin Dr. and will be watering the sod for the next 30 days. The contractor has begun 

excavating Padre Island Dr and will be excavating approximately 4,200 SF and installing 

new sod at the proper elevation. They have excavated approximately 40,000 SF this fiscal 

year. The next street to be excavated will be Casey Key Dr. 

 

Right-of-way updates - 

* The project of rebuilding the catch basin and installing new pipe has been completed at 

Breakers Ct.  

* All street identification signs have been reinstalled throughout the City. 

* Sidewalk repairs have begun on Sullivan St. 

* Patching potholes throughout the City continues. 

* Crews are working on repairs of the catch basin at Bal Harbor at the intersection of Montia. 

 

Splash Pad  Construction/demolition continues at the Interactive Fountain 

area in Laishley Park. This work includes rehabilitation and upgrades to the 

splash pad/play area. The new 4,000-gallon tank has been installed and 

site plumbing is underway. The demolition of the existing splash pad 

surface is underway in preparation for resurfacing. Please use extra 

caution while driving or walking through the park due to construction 

personnel and equipment. To the highest extent possible the restroom 

facilities will remain open to the public. The access to the restrooms will be 

from the marina side of the building. There will be periodic temporary 

sidewalk closures immediately adjacent to the construction area as 

required for public safety. The construction area will be closed to the public at all times 

during this period. The enhanced fountain area is scheduled to reopen in late 2024. If you 

have any questions, please contact the Public Works Department at 941-575-5050 during 

the hours of 8 to 4:30. 

 

Fiber optic internet network - The fiber optic internet provider Hyper Fiber has been 



issued permits for a portion of the construction project to install a citywide fiber optic internet 

network within the City right-of-way. This project will be under construction during the next 

several months as they install the network citywide. They are currently 

working in the areas highlighted in red below. The green areas are 

where the work is completed and their permit has been inspected for 

final by the engineering department. Additional areas are scheduled to 

be final in the next several weeks. The blue areas are where the 

installation will be taking place as the project progresses. 

     Initially you will see utility markings within the City right-of-way, followed by the directional 

drilling of the fiber optic conduit. Fiber optic boxes will be installed in the right-of-way or 

easement at the edge of your property. Once the installation of the underground and service 

points has been completed for the entire sector, crews will then return to individual locations 

for the restoration of sod. This will take place at the end of construction in each sector. 

Please be patient and allow time for the restoration. The City engineering department will be 

performing spot inspections during construction as well as a final inspection when the 

restoration is complete to ensure the contractor’s restoration meets the City’s requirements. 

Hyper Fiber has provided a telephone number to call if citizens have questions or concerns 

about the project and installation. Please contact Hyper Fiber’s Scott Jackson at 239-887-

5379. Please use extra caution while driving through the project area due to construction 

personnel and equipment. 

 

Licensed/unlicensed contractors - As a reminder, all contractors who will be performing 

structural work on your home (roofs, pool cages, soffits, etc.) must be a contractor licensed 

in the State of Florida - click HERE to check on a specific company, AND they must also be 

registered with the City of Punta Gorda in order to be able to pull a building permit, which is 

required by law. You can check on the status of a contractor's registration with the City by 

clicking HERE and typing in the name of the company you wish to check on. Failure for a 

contractor to have the appropriate licensing and registration could result in a felony for the 

contractor. Additionally, they may not have the required insurance and liability insurances 

that the state requires. Please do your homework before you sign anything! 

 

Seawall failure update - Construction schedules have been updated and are posted on the 

Canal Maintenance website for the next six-month look ahead. There are 27 projects in 

Punta Gorda Isles under construction with 53 completed, and six projects under construction 

and 14 completed in Burnt Store Isles. Maps indicating the location and classification can be 

found on the Canal Maintenance website - click HERE. 

 

Vessel speeds - Canal Maintenance is asking people to be mindful of the current situation 

in the canals with seawalls being damaged. City code states that the operation of vessels in 

the canals shall be Slow Speed Minimum Wake in the waterways within the City limits. The 
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speed and operation in the Ponce Inlet, Pompano Inlet, Bass and Snook Inlets are Idle 

Speed and No Wake. Wakes from watercraft can cause additional erosion and damage to 

seawalls already compromised. And please remember that you are responsible for your 

wake. If your vessel causes damage to a property or another vessel, you may be subject to 

fines or penalties. 

 

Stabilizing erosion - Just a friendly reminder for property owners to regularly check the 

condition of their tarps or plastic that is protecting the eroded areas. Tarps and plastic tend 

to become brittle in the sun and may start falling apart. Our area is still experiencing rain 

events and that plastic will help keep the soil in place preventing further erosion. 

 

Establishing sod after seawall replacement - Placing the sod is the final phase of seawall 

replacement construction. As per City ordinance, property owners are responsible for 

establishing the sod after it has been placed and the City will not reimburse the owners for 

their water usage. 

 

Dock Match program - The Punta Gorda Boaters Alliance (PGBA) has once again set up a 

program called Dock Match, which is to help facilitate relocation of boats that will need to be 

temporarily relocated from properties that had seawall failures. If you have a dock that is 

vacant and would like to make it available to another PGI or BSI boat owner, please click 

HERE to register your dock. Boat owners will have a list available to assist them in 

connecting with you to try and match their needs to your dock availability. I worked with the 

PGBA after Hurricane Irma to set this up in 2017 and it was used quite a lot by many 

residents. This program has been approved by the PGBA and the City of Punta Gorda. 

 

Dockside dredging - Property owners that are listed on the Hurricane Ian seawall damage 

list will not be allowed to have dockside dredging performed adjacent to the seawall until the 

seawall has been repaired. Any kind of dredging along the damaged seawall may cause 

further damage. 

 

Answers to some of your questions - I receive many questions each week from residents, 

asking all kinds of things about Punta Gorda activities. Here are some from this week: 

 

I called the City to report an issue I am having with one of my neighbors about the 

maintenance of their yard, and the lady in the Code office told me I had to give my name, 

address and phone information to her in order to file my complaint. Why should I have to do 

that? It will create conflict in my neighborhood and I am fearful that it may be a problem for 

me with my neighbor. The information you received from the Code Compliance office is 

correct. In 2023, the Florida legislature passed a new State statute that complaints can no 

longer be filed anonymously. This is in Chapter 162 of the Florida Statutes. There are 

https://facebook.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b6addb3f0b88b020cc35e0fdd&id=dec9107a94&e=77df574122


numerous reasons why that law was passed, but there were municipalities that suffered 

complications from anonymous complaints statewide, so the legislature tried to mitigate that 

problem by enacting this new law. For the details on this statute, click HERE. 

 

I tried the dock sharing program and there are few available lifts which are all currently being 

used by owners. On the open market people are trying to charge (marketplace) more than 

the marinas and the storage marinas are all full. A friend or two had helped temporarily, 

however houses have been sold. There are many residents that I know such as I that are 

scrambling to find space because of seawall work. Hoping that leaving PGI is not the only 

option but several people are taking that route. The rules have not been relaxed and 

keeping boats on trailers is not permitted in the Special Residential Overlay District, which is 

PGI, BSI and BSM. That will not change. BSI and BSM both also have deed restrictions in 

place and those rules exceed the restrictions of the City. 

 

Our realtor was doing an Open House this week at our home, and discovered while she was 

there that the For Sale and Open House signs out front had been removed. I hope it wasn't 

vandals, but can you please tell me if someone from the City would have taken them and 

why? Well this one took a little digging, but after questioning every possible department in 

the City, the City Manager discovered that it had been the Code Compliance officer doing 

routine patrols around the City last weekend The signs were removed because they were 

very close to the street in the right-of-way. EDITORIAL NOTE: As of this writing, the signs 

were returned to the homeowner and I have asked that in the future, to please knock on the 

door and give the homeowner an opportunity to relocate the signs further up into the yard, 

rather than remove them without notice. For homeowners who may have signs in your yard, 

you may wish to check after your lawn service mows your yard to ensure the signs are 

placed back off of the right-of-way. Realtors have all been informed that no signs are 

permitted in any City right-of-ways, and directional Open House signs on street corner right-

of-ways are not permitted and will be removed. Code IS working on weekends, so if your 

signs disappear, that is the reason why. 

 

If you ever have a question you would like answered, please email me at 

lmatthews@cityofpuntagordafl.com. I respond to all emails that are personally directed to 

me, or I will ask a staff member to respond to you. Occasionally, staff needs to respond if it 

is a complex answer, and sometimes it takes a few days to research various subjects. 

Please be patient, as we will get back with you. 

 

Giving Challenge coming up soon! This bi-annual fundraising event of the season is 

happening very soon. The Giving Challenge will take place for many SW Florida non-profit 

agencies from April 9 at noon to April 10 at noon. You can go online and make donations to 

support your favorite non-profits any time during that 24-hour period of time. The Military 
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Heritage Museum is hosting a Pop-Up Giving Challenge Station, hosting a dozen or so 

agencies in one location. This takes place on April 9 from noon to 6 p.m. Among the 

agencies participating in addition to the Museum are the Virginia B. Andes Volunteer Clinic 

(with their new mobile clinic bus), Punta Gorda Historical Society, Peace River Wildlife 

Center, Peace River Botanical Gardens, Visual Arts Center and others. Hope you will stop 

by and support your favorite agency reach their fundraising goals!  

    

Stop in to see the interactive exhibits, and check out the schedule of wonderful 

entertainment in the Gulf Theater. Our mission is to promote an understanding and respect 

for the rich military heritage of the United States and the sacrifices made by all who serve, 

living and deceased, emphasizing that freedom isn’t free. For more information, click HERE. 

To check out the schedule for this season's fabulous shows in the Gulf Theater - click 

HERE.  

     Would you like to be on the mailing list for the Military Heritage Museum, and 

receive advance notice of upcoming events? If so, please click HERE. You MUST 

include your name and email address in your request in order to add you to the database. 

  

There are a lot of great events coming up in town, so don't miss out on these: 

Now-April 18 - Glass in the Gardens, Peace River Botanical Gardens. For information, click 

HERE. 

March 15-16 - Premier Auto Auction, Event Center. For information, click HERE. 

Mar. 16-17 - Peace River National Art Festival, Laishley Park. For information, click HERE. 

Mar. 22 – 24, End of Season Arts and Craft Show, Gilchrist Park. For information, click 

HERE. 

March 23 - TEAM Punta Gorda Pedal and Play in Paradise. For information, click HERE. 

March 26 - Punta Gorda Garden Club's 2024 Flower Show, Isles Yacht Club, 1780 W. 

Marion Ave, 1 to 3 p.m. For information, click HERE. 

March 31 - New Life Church Easter Sunday Family Event, Gilchrist Park. For information, 

click HERE. 

April 6 - NPC Mel Chancey Champion Muscle Classic, Event Center. For information, click 

HERE. 

April 20 - Taste of the World Food & Music Festival, Laishley Park. For information, click 

HERE. 

May 3-5 - Punta Gorda Hibiscus Festival, Gilchrist Park. For information, click HERE. 

May 26 - West Indies Carnival, Laishley Park. Details to follow. 

 

For upcoming events and festivals from the City's website, click HERE. 

Punta Gorda Chamber's events page - click HERE. 

Charlotte County Visitors Bureau events page - click HERE. 
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Gulf Theater at the Military Heritage Museum - click HERE. 

Punta Gorda Isles Civic Association - click HERE. 

Charlotte Harbor Event & Conference Center, click HERE. 

Visual Arts Center events, click HERE. 

Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce events, click HERE. 

Fishermen’s Village events, click HERE. For all Fishermen's Village event information, you 

must go to the calendar under Events and click on the specific listing for details. 

 

Police Department: 

Police records requests - Records requests for the Police Department can be 

made in person, by phone at 941-575-5508, or through our online portal at 

www.pgpdrecords.com. Once your request is filled via the online portal you will 

receive an email with digital copies of the requested records, so you will not 

need to make a trip to the police department. 

Volunteers In Policing (VIP) - The Volunteers in Policing (VIP) program contributed a total 

of 772.5 hours of volunteer time to the City of Punta Gorda during February. Our volunteers 

are an absolutely vital part of this police department and we appreciate them greatly! 

Members of the community interested in volunteering may contact the Volunteer Staff 

Coordinator at 941-575-5536 or by emailing vip@pgorda.us. 

Police Officer testing - The Punta Gorda Police Department is currently accepting 

applications for the position of Police Officer. A virtual testing process will take place in April. 

Applications must be received by March 29. The written exam will be completed online 

between April 5 and 12, and virtual oral board exams will be conducted via Zoom on April 

23. The department is accepting applications from certified and non-certified candidates. 

Public Safety Dispatcher testing - The police department conducts new hire testing 

continually in order to be prepared for future openings. We are currently accepting 

applications for the position of Public Safety Dispatcher. Applications must be received by 

May 3. The exam will be held on the morning of May 16, beginning at 9 a.m. 

Internship program - The police department is currently accepting internship applications 

for the summer semester of 2024. Our internship program is open to college students and 

high school seniors interested in gaining educational experience in law enforcement, 

criminal justice, and small government administration. Spots fill up quickly and the selection 

process can be competitive, so we encourage potential interns to apply today!  

To apply for employment or for more information, please visit www.pgpdjobs.com or 

contact our Employee Development Coordinator at 941-575-5571 or by email at 

employeedevelopment@pgorda.us.  

  

Fire Department: St. Patrick’s Day celebration - The Fire 

Department wanted to share some health and safety tips for all who 

plan on letting their Irish side out this weekend during St. Patrick’s 
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Day festivities. Alcohol can have some dangerous effects when not used responsibly and 

the fire department has some tips to help prevent those dangers: 

* Hydrate! If you intend on drinking more than normal on a holiday hydrate very well the day 

before with water 

* If you are enjoying your adult beverages outside, be aware the sun and alcohol together 

can potentiate the effects and cause a rapid rate of dehydration 

* Alternate alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks 

* Know the signs of dehydration: Dry mouth, fatigue, thirst, nausea, headache, dizziness or 

lightheadedness 

* Drink responsibly and appoint a designated driver this weekend 

 

Planning Corner: As the community approaches the 18-month mark since Hurricane Ian, 

numerous residents and businesses are still in the process of addressing damages and 

repairs with insurance companies and/or contractors. Recognizing that these situations may 

require additional time, the Code Compliance Department sees the importance 

of initiating conversations with property owners, informing all parties about 

regulations, and promoting compliance. Therefore, starting April 1, Code 

Compliance staff will enforce all relevant regulations outlined in the Punta 

Gorda Code. 

     This enforcement will cover various areas including public nuisances, property 

maintenance and damage (such as broken or dirty roofs, lanais, or screens), landscape 

upkeep (such as dead or downed trees), and outdoor storage (such as PODS and trailers), 

among others. To begin the process, Code Compliance staff will send courtesy letters to 

property owners, aiming to discuss steps towards compliance and establish a reasonable 

time frame. If property owners are already making progress toward compliance, they may be 

granted additional time with a demonstration of good faith. 

     It's important to note that the City’s Code Compliance process is not meant to be overly 

intrusive or punitive towards property owners. Rather, the primary goal is to safeguard the 

health, safety, welfare, and values of the community. For further information on the City’s 

Code Compliance process, click HERE. 

 

Human Resources: Ladder Safety Month - Whether working from a 

ladder, roof or scaffolding, it's important to plan ahead, assess the risk 

and use the right equipment. First, determine if working from a height 

is absolutely necessary or if there is another way to do the task safely. 

At home or at work, many of the same rules apply. 

* Make sure you are properly trained on how to use the equipment 

* Scan the work area for potential hazards before starting the job 

* Make sure you have level ground to set up the equipment 

* If working outside, check the weather forecast; never work in inclement weather 
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* Ensure stepladders have a locking device to hold the front and back open 

* Always keep two hands and one foot, or two feet and one hand on the ladder 

* Place the ladder on a solid surface and never lean it against an unstable surface. A 

straight or extension ladder should be 1 foot away from the surface it rests on for every 4 

feet of height and extend at least 3 feet over the top edge 

* Securely fasten straight and extension ladders to an upper support 

* Wear slip-resistant shoes and don't stand higher than the third rung from the top 

* Don't lean or reach while on a ladder, and have someone support the bottom 

& Never use old or damaged equipment; check thoroughly before use 

Open positions - Ready to join our team? The City of Punta Gorda offers a very generous 

benefit package to include medical, dental, vision, life insurance, and a defined 

contribution retirement plan with matching contributions.        

     A Senior Accountant position in the Finance Department is available. This is a 

professional position responsible for applying the principals of accounting to analyze 

financial information and prepare financial reports by compiling information, preparing profit 

and loss statements, and utilizing appropriate accounting control procedures. The City of 

Punta Gorda has a variety of employment opportunities available. Learn more by clicking 

HERE. 

  

Sanitation: Appliances and white goods - White goods are washing machines, 

refrigerators, stoves, dryers, water heaters, and similar appliances. The appliances cannot 

be taken to the County Landfill along with other household trash. These items are collected 

by the clamshell truck and transferred to a recycling facility. The City handles the collection 

of these items each week on Fridays. Residents must request a special pick-up at least 24 

hours before the collection date by calling the Public Works Department 941-575-5050 or 

click HERE. 

Electronic device recycling services - Residents will be allowed to place discarded 

electronics curbside for collection and proper disposal. These include, but are not limited to: 

microwaves, computers, monitors, printers, TVs, VCRs, and DVD players. They will be 

collected on Fridays by Waste Management. Residents must request a special pick-up at 

least 24 hours before the collection date by calling the Public Works Department 941-575-

5050 or click HERE. 

Moving boxes - The cardboard boxes must be emptied of all debris (plastic and Styrofoam 

are not allowed). The boxes must be broken down, flattened, and stacked roughly four feet 

from the recycling container. Residents must request a special pick-up at least 24 hours 

before the collection date by calling the Public Works Department 941-575-5050 or click 

HERE. 

New residents - Welcome new residents! Please visit our website to view collection days, 

schedule special pick-up, and review the Residential Solid Waste Collection Guide, which 

contains a summary of the guidelines - click HERE. New construction properties can contact 

https://facebook.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b6addb3f0b88b020cc35e0fdd&id=1672d369a4&e=77df574122
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Public Works to schedule trash and recycling containers 941-575-5050. 

 

Lot mowing - The mowing cycle is complete. The City will begin a new mowing cycle on 

March 25. 

 

Groundwater RO plant update - Maximum total dissolved solids 

(TDS) allowable is 500 without a waiver. Our numbers are 

consistently way below the maximum allowable level with the R.O. 

Plant water in service. 

 

Welcome to new or transferred businesses in the City this week: All Hair Concepts, 214 

Wood Street; Global Florida Realty, 307 Taylor Street; Iron Roots, 2511 Vasco Street; Pham 

Do Vacation Rental, 597 Bal Harbor Boulevard; Tibus Vacation Rental, 1231 Santana Court. 

 

City Clerk: 2024 Election cycle - The seats for Districts 1, 2, and 4 are scheduled for 

election this year. A general election will take place on November 5, if there are two 

candidates for one district. A primary election will take place on August 20, if we have three 

or more candidates for one district. The two candidates receiving the most votes would 

proceed on to the general election. 

* Candidate packets are now available for the 2024 election cycle. The packet can be 

viewed on the City Clerk page of the City website. Bound copies are available to interested 

parties who make an appointment with the City Clerk’s Office to review the materials 

contained in the packet and to complete an acknowledgement of their receipt. 

* Filed candidates will be listed on the website upon submission of Form DS-DE 9. 

 

Update signature - Did you know your signature can change over the years? Ensure the 

Charlotte County Supervisor of Elections has an up-to-date record of your signature on file 

for the upcoming election. Stop by their office at 226 Taylor Street, Punta Gorda to update 

yours during regular business hours. 

 

Vote By Mail - In order to vote by mail, you must have a valid request on file with the 

Supervisor of Elections Office. Requests for vote-by-mail ballots can be made in person, by 

calling 941-833-5400, or by visiting the Supervisor of Elections website - click HERE. 

 

Board and committee vacancies: Volunteers needed - Vacancies currently exist on the 

Building Board, Code Enforcement Board, Historic Preservation Advisory Board, Donation 

Review Committee and Utility Advisory Board. If you are interested in applying for any 

position, please contact the City Clerk's office at 941-575-3369 or 

pgclerk@cityofpuntagordafl.com. You must complete an Appointment Information Form 

along with a resume and submit to the City Clerk’s Office either in person to City Hall at 326 

https://facebook.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b6addb3f0b88b020cc35e0fdd&id=577dcb47b0&e=77df574122
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W. Marion Ave., or to email address above. 

 

If you ever have a question you would like answered, please email me at 

lmatthews@cityofpuntagordafl.com. I respond to all emails that are personally directed to 

me, as long as the questions are not related to an upcoming public hearing. Elected officials 

are not permitted to discuss issues or offer opinions on items that will come before us for a 

vote. If I don't have the answers to your questions, I will get it for you. 

  

Thanks for staying in touch with what's happening in Punta Gorda. I hope that you find this 

newsletter informative. If you would like to share it with others, please feel free to do so. If 

you know anyone else who may want to receive this, please have them email me their 

name, email address and zip code, and I'll be happy to add them to the distribution list. Also, 

if you change your email address, please let me know it is changed so you can continue to 

receive the newsletter - go to the bottom of the newsletter and "Update your preferences" to 

keep it current. 

     

A note to readers of this newsletter - If you or your email server report my newsletter as 

having spammy content, it sends a message to Mail Chimp that you have not accepted 

receipt of the newsletter and it will automatically remove you from my subscriber list. Most of 

the time, this is unintentional. However if you somehow find you stop receiving it each week, 

this is the reason. Once you are removed from the database, you stop receiving it 

permanently. If I see that this happens, I will attempt one time to send you an email and let 

you know you need to accept a resubscribe request in order to get back into the database. 

Also, a few of my readers have experienced periodic problems with not receiving this 

newsletter. It seems that some of the virus prevention programs send the newsletter to 

spam from time to time, especially if the newsletter is lengthy. Please ensure you have the 

sending email address in your address book, which is upstateone@comcast.net. And if you 

suddenly stop receiving this, please be sure to check your spam folder. I never delete 

anyone from the subscriber list unless I am asked to do so. Apologies for any 

inconvenience. 

 

If at any time, you would like to get in touch to ask a question, feel free to contact me. 

 

Lynne R. Matthews 

Mayor, City of Punta Gorda 

Punta Gorda City Council District 4 

lmatthews@cityofpuntagordafl.com 

and on Facebook, 

https://www.facebook.com/lynnematthewspgcitycouncil/ 
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